
Agenda 
City of St. Petersburg 

Youth and Family Services 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 @ 1:30 p.m. 

City Hall – Room 100 
175 Fifth Street North 

 
 
Members: Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Lisa Wheeler-Bowman, Copley Gerdes, 

Richie Floyd 
Alternate:   Lisset Hanewicz  
 
Support Staff: Linnie Randolph, City Council Legislative Aide 
 
 

A. Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

B. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair 
 

C. Approval of March 10. 2022 Agenda 
 

D. Approval of August 19, 2021 Minutes  
 

E. New Business: 
1. Discussion regarding additional funds for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day event 

~ City Staff 
 

F. Adjournment 
 

 
 
Next Youth & Family Services Meeting – April 14, 2022 
 



St. Petersburg City Council 

Youth and Family Services Report 

Meeting Minutes from August 19, 2021 

   

Present:  Committee Chair Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Committee Vice-Chair Lisa Wheeler-

Bowman, Council Member Robert Blackmon, Council Member Amy Foster, Council 

Chair Ed Montanari, and Council Member Gina Driscoll     

Also Present:  Assistant City Attorney Bradley Tennant and Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin, 

Neighborhood Affairs Administrator Rob Gerdes 

Absent:  

Support Staff:  Linnie A. Randolph, City Council Legislative Aide 

 

A. Call to Order & Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. 

 

B. Approval of Agenda 

Committee Vice Chair Lisa Wheeler-Bowman made a motion to approve the August 19, 2021 agenda.  

Approved by all. 

 

C. Approval of Report 

Committee Vice Chair Lisa Wheeler-Bowman made a motion to approve the July 22, 2021 report.  

Approved by all. 

 

Committee Chair Deborah Figgs-Sanders opened the meeting and explained the importance of today’s 

agenda topic noting that there should be a public conversation regarding all land owned by the city so that 

residents can see the discussion of all options.  At the conclusion of her opening remarks she introduced 

Mr. Rob Gerdes, Neighborhood Affairs Administrator.  

 

D. New Business 

1. Discussion on the Review and Evaluation of the Remaining Science Center Property for 

Affordable Housing – Rob Gerdes, Neighborhood Affairs Administrator 

Mr. Gerdes presented a brief slide show with his information on the Science Center property with 

affordable housing options.  Mr. Gerdes laid out two potential options for affordable housing on this 

site during his presentation where he noted the following: 

• Remaining property is approximately 3.89 acres – zoning is neighborhood suburban single-

family 

• Recent appraisal for land is $1.860,000 which is currently owned by Water Resources which 

is an enterprise fund.  

• Location is close to amenities, schools and public transportation 

Single Family Option: 

• Approximately 15 single family homes will fit on the property  

• Future Land Use is currently Institutional and would have to be changed to NS1 

• Infrastructure improvements would be required including a road network and the property 

would have to be re-platted to single family lots. 

Multi Family Option: 

• This process would take longer to initiate but would allow the potential use of Penny for 

Pinellas funds for the land acquisition.  

• HB 1339 Affordable Housing Site Plan Approval process is possible if approved and adopted 

by Council. 



• RFP process for a potential developer to partner with the City.  The timeline to select a 

developer, develop a site plan and pursue HB 1339 site plan approval and tax credits could be 

extensive.  

Either of these options have to potential to be funded by the General Fund and funds from the 

American Rescue Plan. At the conclusion of his presentation Mr. Gerdes stated that he is open for 

any questions. 

 

Council Member Robert Blackmon asked Mr. Gerdes if this property was in a flood zone.  Mr. 

Gerdes replied that he was unsure of the flood zone but would send that information as soon as it 

was available.  

Mr. Blackmon asked if there had been a recent land contamination report done on the area.  Mr. 

Gerdes stated that he would have to follow up with the Real Estate department, but he believes 

there was a phase one inspection when the property was initially acquired, and no significant issues 

were noted. 

Mr. Blackmon asked if there was an estimate for the demolition of the existing structures on the 

site.  Mr. Gerdes wasn’t sure of the cost but guesses it would be around $150,000 - $200,000. 

Mr. Blackmon asked if there was an estimate for building out the infrastructure and road network.  

Mr. Gerdes responded that no, this information was not available.  

Mr. Blackmon asked if there was an estimated timeline on when this project, if approved, could 

be started.  Mr. Gerdes responded that if the multi family option was chosen the process could take 

around two years to complete before construction could start. 

Mr. Blackmon added the cost of the land and a rough estimate for additional costs associated with 

development and divided that into the 15 lots estimated to fit as single family to come up with an 

estimated cost of $200,000 per lot.   He asked Mr. Gerdes what the average cost or value per lot 

we usually see in the lot disposition program for affordable/workforce housing.  Mr. Gerdes replied 

that those lots are usually valued around $50,000.  He went on to say that the subsidy on the single-

family units would be extremely high and feels the more likely scenario would be multi-family 

units.  

Mr. Blackmon followed up by saying he would be interested in seeing the flood zone designation.  

(attached email from Mr. Gerdes with flood zone) 

 

Committee Vice Chair Lisa Wheeler-Bowman asked Mr. Gerdes about the potential funding for 

demolition costs.  Mr. Gerdes answered that demolition could be an eligible expense for 

Penny for Pinellas land acquisition dollars.  Ms. Wheeler-Bowman stated that with the current 

housing shortage she feels this property would best serve our City as multi-family housing. 

 

Council Member Blackmon commented that there are multiple workforce housing projects in the 

pipeline for District 1 where the Science Center is located. (attached emails from Mr. Gerdes with 

housing project list) Mr. Blackmon doesn’t feel developing this site for housing is the best use of 

the limited Penny funds compared to other more affordable lots.  The community, including all 

the surrounding neighborhood associations, are in support of revitalizing the Science Center.  He 

listed the current group of non-patrician support and funding already generated to bringing back 

the Science Center as a STEAM center for all residents in the City. 

 

Council Member Amy Foster stated that having a map of the City showing where affordable 

housing is located by district would be helpful in these discussions.  She does not feel that Council 

Member Blackmon’s District 1 housing statement was accurate.  

 (https://egis.stpete.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=038bd3ea84b248cda9f2a11eded4e1b2)  

Ms. Foster mentioned that citizens feel affordable housing is a top priority for the American Rescue 

Plan monies coming.  She feels there is a lot to consider here regarding locations for housing and 

the need for a STEAM facility.  Ms. Foster mentioned that she worked very closely with the 

Science Center in its heyday and even then, it wasn’t financially sustainable. She has concerns 

https://egis.stpete.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=038bd3ea84b248cda9f2a11eded4e1b2
https://egis.stpete.org/portal/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=038bd3ea84b248cda9f2a11eded4e1b2


about the partners that have been established and whether or not they can be financially sustainable 

and some other things she feels need to be worked through.  Ms. Foster believes all land currently 

owned by the City needs to be looked at for housing especially considering the short window of 

the American Rescue Plan funds.   

Ms. Foster questioned Mr. Blackmon on his funding statements noting that in her conversation 

with the Senator’s office that this money isn’t secured at this time.  Mr. Blackmon said that the 

State money is already there and the upcoming Committee of the Whole meeting regarding Weeki 

Wachee funds, if agreed to by Council, the Weeki Wachee funds could be used to purchase the 

facility from Water Resources where we could then establish a lease and start with needed repairs 

using the state money.  

 

Committee Vice Chair Wheeler-Bowman stated her concerns about the children in her district 

accessing the Science Center.  The residents she has spoken with would prefer to have something 

closer to them like a recreation center that provides STEM education.  How will everyone benefit?  

CM Blackmon responded stating that the Science Center is a solid building and can be renovated 

easily to become a science hub for all in our community.  

 

Deputy Mayor Kanika Tomalin spoke of the Mayor’s appreciation of this discussion in his 

continued prioritization of affordable housing.  As it relates to the City’s readiness to move forward 

in the terms that have been defined the Mayor is clear on his conditions on redevelopment of the 

Science Center. The Mayor is looking for a comprehensive plan that contains an overview to 

construct, rehab, maintain and operate the facility with clarity around the funding required and that 

the funding has been sourced, identified and secured, all operations questions answered, and a 

management plan in hand before any serious consideration around formal action regarding the 

Science Center.  Council Member Blackmon responded that he has not been able to meet with the 

Mayor for the past three months to present any of this information. 

 

Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders concludes the discussion stating that she brought this dialog 

forward so that a conversation could be had regarding the need for affordable housing and the 

belief that every person has the right to safe affordable housing.   

 

2. Referral List Review 

Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders walked through the items on the referral list.  Committee Vice 

Chair Wheeler-Bowman stated that the First Tee item could be removed.  Committee Chair Figgs-

Sanders asked that Childhood Homeless report and the Science Center property discussion remain 

on the list.  

 

E. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 11:43 a.m.  

 

 

The next meeting of the Youth and Family Services Committee is tentatively scheduled for  

September 30, 2021 



Topic
Return 
Date

Referral 
Date

Prior 
Dates

Referred 
By

Staff Notes

Childhood Homelessness 
Quarterly Report

Quarterly 1/5/2021
5/06/21
1/28/21

Theresa 
Jones

5/06/21 - 3rd Quarter Report provided by Theresa Jones 
attached to agenda packet
1/28/21 – Quarterly Report given to Committee by April Lott 
LCSW, President and CEO of Directions for Living
12/10/2021 - Quarterly Report received electronically - No 
presentation requested.

Review and Evaluation of 
the Remaining Science 

Center Property for 
Affordable Housing

TBD 8/5/2021 8/19/2021
Deborah 

Figgs-
Sanders

Rob 
Gerdes

8/5/2021 - NBI to move this item from the HLUT committee to 
the Y&FS committee was approved at Council.
8/19/2021 - Item heard at Committee 
                     - Discussion only/No Action

Discussion on allocating 
additional funding for Dr. 
Martin Luther Kings, Jr. 

event

3/10/2022 2/17/2022 ___
Deborah 

Figgs-
Sanders

Tom 
Greene

2/17/2022 - NBI approved at Council Meeting for referral to 
Y&FS

Legar Represenation for 
Tenants

___ 3/3/2022 ___ Richie Floyd
Brad 

Tennant
3/3/2022 - NBI approved at Council Meeting for referral to 
Y&FS

Updated: March 3, 2022

Youth and Family Services Referral List



 
 
TO:   Members of City Council 
 
DATE:   February 16, 2022 
 
COUNCIL DATE: February 17, 2022 
 
RE: Referral to Youth & Family Services or other relevant committee to 

discuss allocating additional funding for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
event 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACTION DESIRED: 
 
Respectfully requesting a referral to the Youth & Family Services Committee or other relevant 
committee for a discussion on allocating additional funding for Dr. Martin Luther Kings, Jr. 
event. 
 
 
RATIONALE: 
 
The City of St. Petersburg hosts the longest running Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. parade in the 
nation.  Applications are now being accepted for participation in the 2023 St Petersburg MLK 
parade.   Many organizations look and often depend on financial assistance in order to 
participate.   Many hopeful organizations have begun the extensive planning needed to attend the 
event a year or more in advance.   For example, the FAMU Marching 100 participated in 
Tampa’s 2022 MLK parade because funds weren’t available to assist in bringing them to St. 
Petersburg.  It is important for our City to maintain the reputation of providing an event that will 
draw prestigious participants from around the country.   I would like to see the City take more of 
a financial role and help ease that burden from those hosting the event by investing additional 
dollars.  By committing additional dollars in advance, this will allow the host the ability to 
commit assistance to those who would otherwise not have the honor and opportunity to 
participate in St. Petersburg’s historic parade.  
 
 
 
 
     Deborah Figgs-Sanders 

Council Member, District 5 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
NEW BUSINESS ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
NEW BUSINESS ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
NEW BUSINESS ITEM 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
NEW BUSINESS ITEM 



 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Chair Figgs-Sanders and Member of the Youth and Families Services Committee 

Date:   March 4, 2022 

From: Tom Greene, Interim City Administration 

Re:   Discuss allocating additional funding for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. event 

 

During the February 17, 2022, City Council meeting, Council Member Figgs-Sanders 

introduced, and City Council approved the following New Business Items: 

Respectfully requesting a referral to the Youth & Family Services Committee or other 
relevant committee for a discussion on allocating additional funding for Dr. Martin 

Luther Kings, Jr. event. 

To facilitate the discussion of increasing the funding for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, 
Parade Weekend we have provided a summary of the annual investment the city makes in 

this event.   

The table below briefly illustrates both the annual financial support as well as the cost of 
providing the city services to the event.  As you will see in some years we have not billed or 
waived the fee for services which increases the total amount of direct and “in-kind” support 

from the city. 

 

 

 

City staff will attend the meeting to answer questions of the Committee. 

Year Event
Direct Financial 

Support

Cost City 

Services
Total Support Notes

MLK Parade 2022 $88,758.34 Event not charged 

MLK Heritage Festival 2022 $11,597.14 Event invoice being prepared

2021 MLK Parade 2021 $50,000 $0.00 $50,000.00 Event cancelled (COVID) -- virtual event held

MLK Parade 2020 $99,386.41 Event not charged 

MLK Arts & Music 2020 $9,610.69 Event charged (fee's waived)

2019 MLK Parade 2019 $35,000 $78,577.08 $113,577.08 Event not charged 

Notes:

1) FY20 funding was made up of $35,000 in the adopted budget and $10,000 supplemental appropriatoin mid-year.

MLK Event Summary of Costs

2022

2020
 (1)

$50,000

$45,000

$138,758

$153,997
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